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43 CFR Subtitle A (10–1–15 Edition) Pt. 15 

PART 15—KEY LARGO CORAL REEF 
PRESERVE 
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AUTHORITY: Sec. 5, 67 Stat. 464; 43 U.S.C. 
1334; Proc. 3339, 25 FR 2352. 

SOURCE: 25 FR 8948, Sept. 17, 1960, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 15.1 Scope. 

The State of Florida has established 
a similar coral reef preserve on an area 
situated shoreward of a line three geo-
graphic miles from Key Largo and con-
tiguous to the Key Largo Coral Reef 
Preserve. It is the policy of the Depart-
ment of the Interior to cooperate with 
the State of Florida and its conserva-
tion agencies in the preservation of the 
reef. 

§ 15.2 Removal or destruction of nat-
ural features and marine life. 

No person shall destroy, injure, de-
face, mar, move, dig, harmfully disturb 
or remove from the Preserve any beach 
sand, gravel or minerals, corals, sea 
feathers and fans, shells and shell fish 
starfishes or other marine inverte-
brates, seaweeds, grasses, or any soil, 
rock, artifacts, stones or other mate-
rials. No person shall cut, carve, injure, 
mutilate, move, displace or break off 
any bottom formation or growth. Nor 
shall any person dig in, or in any other 
way injure or impair the natural beau-
ty or usefulness of this Preserve. No 
rope, wire or other contrivance shall be 
attached to any coral, rock or other 
formation, whether temporary or per-
manent in character or use. 

§ 15.3 Dredging, filling, excavating and 
building activities. 

No dredging, excavating, or filling 
operations of any kind are permitted in 
the Preserve and no materials of any 
sort may be deposited in or on the wa-
ters thereof. No building or structure 
of any kind, whether permanent or 
temporary, may be constructed or 
built, and no public service facility 
may be constructed or extended into, 
upon or across the Preserve. 

§ 15.4 Refuse and polluting substances. 
No person shall dump or deposit in or 

on the waters of this Preserve any oily 
liquids or wastes, acids or other delete-
rious chemicals, bottles, broken glass 
paper, boxes, cans, dirt, rubbish, waste 
garbage, refuse or other debris or pol-
luting substance. 

§ 15.5 Wrecks. 
No person shall willfully destroy mo-

lest, remove, deface, displace, or tam-
per with any wrecks, parts of wrecks or 
any cargo pertaining to such wrecks 
within the Preserve in such manner as 
to injure or destroy any coral forma-
tion. 

§ 15.6 Markers. 
No person shall willfully mark, de-

face or injure in any way, or displace, 
remove or tamper with any Preserve 
signs, notices or placards, whether 
temporary or permanent, or with any 
monuments, stakes, posts or other 
boundary markers. 

§ 15.7 Fishing. 
(a) Spear fishing within the bound-

aries or confines of this Preserve is 
prohibited. 

(b) The use of poisons, electric 
charges, or other such methods is pro-
hibited. 

§ 15.8 Skin diving. 
Diving with camera, or diving for ob-

servation and pleasure is permitted and 
encouraged within the Preserve. 

§ 15.9 Collection of scientific speci-
mens. 

Collection of natural objects and ma-
rine life for educational purposes and 
for scientific and industrial research 
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